
Michigan's Plan to Reduce 

Immunization Exemptions in 

Schools 

Bob Swanson, MPH 

Division of Immunization 



School Immunization Reporting 
Process 
 Schools in Michigan are required to report the 

immunization status of all Kindergarten, 7th 
grade, and new enrollees to a school district. 

 School immunization reports are due 
November 1st and February 1st of each year. 

 Children who do not have a complete 
immunization record or a signed waiver on file 
are not allowed be enrolled in the school. 





Vaccine Waiver Types by State 

Michigan had the 6th highest waiver rate for Kindergarteners. 



 In 2013 Michigan had the 4th highest 
immunization waiver rate in the country for 
Kindergarten students 

 26,999 school waivers in Michigan 

 In 2014 Michigan had the 6th highest 
immunization waiver rate in the country for 
Kindergarten students 

 20,544 school waivers in Michigan 

 Many schools had over 20% waiver rates 



Administrative Rule Changes 

 Passed on December 11, 2014 and 
implemented January 1, 2015. 

 Changes to waiver requirement 

Education at LHD when non-medical exemption is 
requested 
• Conversation about vaccines 

• Address misinformation about vaccines 

Required use of the state waiver form 

 Provides additional authority to a LHD Health 
Officer to exclude an unvaccinated student during 
an outbreak.  



School Immunization Waiver Rules 

Each nonmedical exemption filed at the child’s 
school or group program of a child entering a 
program after December 31, 2014 shall be 
certified by the local health department that the 
individual received education on the risks of not 
receiving the vaccines being waived and the 
benefits of vaccination to the individual and the 
community. All waivers shall be submitted using 
the waiver form prescribed by the department. 



Immunization Waiver Education 

 10 LHDs already required education for nonmedical 
waivers 

 The waiver rate in those 10 counties was 3.3% 
compared to the statewide waiver rate of 6.3% 

 Proof of concept 

 Michigan first to require education at a LHD 

 Buy in from Health Officers, Medical Directors, and 
Nurse Coordinators, schools, and the physician 
community 

 Implementation of these rules makes the immunization 
waiver policies consistent across the state 



Schools/Childcare Center 

 Provides 

information to 

key questions 

the school or 

childcare center 

may have 

Letter to Schools and Childcare Centers 

Flyer for Schools and Childcare 

Centers 
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Healthcare Providers 

 Provides information 

regarding claiming a 

nonmedical and medical 

waiver 

 Step-by-step guidance on 

how to complete waivers 

 

Information for Healthcare Providers 
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Parent Handouts 

Key Points Letter 

Parent Frequently Asked Questions 

• Two documents  

– FAQ provides 

further details 

regarding claiming 

a nonmedical 

waiver 

– Key Points 

provides a quick 

look at how to 

claim a 

nonmedical waiver 
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Vaccine Hesitant Parent Concerns 
 

 We have developed a list of top parent concerns: 

 MMR and Autism 

 Understanding pain 

 Number of doses in a vaccine series 

 Vaccine safety  

 Amount of antigens 

 How vaccines are produced 

 Comparing natural and vaccine immunity 

 Risk of disease 

 Type of vaccine ingredients 

 Handouts found at: www.michigan.gov/immunize >click on Local Health Departments>click on Immunization Waiver 

Information  
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MDHHS Waiver Education Tools 

What each resource 

contains: 
• Concern 

• General Responses 

• Risk of Disease 

• Benefit of Vaccines 

• Resources 
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School and Childcare Immunization 
Waiver Rates 

 From 2014 to 2015 there were 7,657 fewer waivers 
reported for schools 

 From 2014 to 2015 there were 1,713 fewer waivers 
reported for childcare centers 

 Nearly 18,000 children have received all required 
vaccines since the implementation of the new rule 



Overall Immunization Waiver 
Rates by County, 2016 Data 
• Range: 0.0% to 13.5% 
• State rate: 3.2% 
• Highest wavier rates in the 

“thumb” area and the 
Northwest area of the 
lower peninsula 
 



Data on the MDHHS Website 

Overall Summary of the school data             Waiver Data by School Building 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/School_Summary_2014_483316_7.pdf 



National Trends for Immunization 
Waivers 
 Recently published immunization waiver rates 

by state for Kindergarten: 

 Michigan now has the 11th highest waiver rate in 
the country at 3.7% 

 6 states saw a decrease in their waiver rates 

 5 states stayed the same 

 All other states saw an increase in waiver rates 

 The trend is higher resistance to vaccines across 
the country which is concerning to protecting all 
individuals 



 

 

 

Thank You! 


