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Gerrymandering



A Michigan Seats to Votes Curve



Efficiency Gaps (Disproportionate Wasted 
Votes) Measure Partisan Effects



•Partisan Control is 
Associated with 
Efficiency Gaps

•Michigan had seen 
pro-Republican 
redistricting of ~2 
US House seats

•But won in 2018



Party Control = 
Redistricting 
Advantage

Used to Benefit 
Democrats, Now 
Republicans



Unclear Effects 
of Commissions

May Reduce 
Pro-Republican 
Gerrymanders



•Do not increase confidence in redistricting process. 
It’s about whether you like the party in power.

•Draw more compact districts that split fewer 
localities. Commissioners retain more boundaries.

•May not avoid partisan advantage (3/7 
commissions AZ, NJ, VA still had)

Independent Commissions



Party Packing by Commission Type

Advice Ignored in VA, Excepted in IA
Majority worked in WA, Not in AZ



Commission Variation

No Charge to 
Avoid Partisan 
Gerrymandering



Democrats Now 
Concentrated in Cities



•Democrats Leading Charge to Reform in 
Republican States; But Some Trending Democratic

•Based Partially on Geographic Concentration in 
Cities; Easier for Republicans to Gerrymander

•Can’t Always Predict, Especially Late in Cycle 
(2018)

Current Democratic Disadvantage


