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Poorly Targeted Republican Gains
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Return of Split Tickets, Candidate Effects
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Geographic Change in Michigan
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National Explanations: Rep Swing, Dem Wins

1) Trump influence produces less electable candidates

2) Democrats had more $, spent more efficiently

3) Republican candidates/strategists are in conservative 
media bubble, pursuing base strategy

4) Democratic campaign operations are now better, targeting 
for turnout and persuasion 

5) Democrats got lucky with where abortion was influential

6) Democrats’ changing coalition is now better distributed



Michigan Explanations: Statewide

1) Trump influence produces less electable candidates

2) Prop 3: abortion mattered more here

3) Redistricting changed vote distribution

4) Incumbency and coattails, $



Polls Were Great
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Polling Error
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Partisan State Control Change



High Turnout, Not Necessarily Democratic
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State Legislative Votes & Presidential Approval
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