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Three Takeaways from March SOSS
State of the State (SOSS) survey, 1000 YouGov panel respondents sampled and weighted to
approximate Michigan adults

1. Economic discontent has not clearly improved

2. Trump popularity in Michigan has dropped to Biden's 2024
popularity

3. This environment favors Democrats, but not entirely
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Economic Conditions



Personal Finances
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Economic Outlook
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Retrospective Financial Evaluation: Historical Trend
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Current Financial Rating: Historical Trend
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Most Important Problem



What's on Michiganders' Minds?
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Most Important Problem by Party
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Approval Ratings



Trump vs. Whitmer Approval (March 2026)
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Presidential Approval: Historical Trend
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Governor Approval: Historical Trend
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Political Environment



Trust in Government: Historical Trend
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Party Identification: Historical Trend
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Governor Preference
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Governor Preference by Group
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Michigan House Seat Swing Projections



Presidential Accountability Model: Approval
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Presidential Accountability Model: Economic Sentiment
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Gubernatorial Accountability Model: Approval
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Gubernatorial Accountability Model: Economic Sentiment
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Summary

The fundamentals

An unpopular president and negative economic sentiment point toward a favorable
environment for Democrats in 2026.

But...

Consistently low trust and the relative rise of independents, open door for outsiders and
independents, especially with prominent independent governor candidate.

The closest comparison years (2008, 2010, 2022) show a wide range of possible
outcomes — from tide, to wave, to near-status quo.
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Data & Methods

Survey: IPPSR State of the State Survey No. 93, conducted March 2–24, 2026

N: 1,000 Michigan adult residents via YouGov online panel

Weights: YouGov rake weights; additional electorate weights for gubernatorial
preference

Seat swing models: OLS regression of net MI House seat swing on
presidential/gubernatorial approval and net economic sentiment, 1994–2024 (SOSS
series)

Historical trends: SOSS yearly averages, 1994–2025

SOSS 93 data, code, and full methodology: https://ippsr.msu.edu
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