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Who we are

2



The House and Senate Fiscal Agencies

 Nonpartisan agencies; neither advocate nor oppose policy, 

legislation, or recommendations made by any House or 

Senate member; employees are impartial and work without 

regard to their own personal opinions, attitudes, or beliefs

 House Fiscal Agency is governed by a 6-member Governing 

Board (3 members from each caucus)

 Senate Fiscal Agency is governed by a 5-member Governing 

Board (3 members from majority caucus, 2 members from 

minority caucus) 

 Governing Boards are responsible for oversight of the 

agencies, implementing operating procedures, outlining 

agency responsibilities, and appointing agency directors 
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The House and Senate Fiscal Agencies

 Provide confidential assistance on legislative fiscal matters 

to all House and Senate members and their staff

 Provide orientation and training for members and staff on 

state budget and finance matters

 Prepare legislative summaries and fiscal impact 

statements for every bill scheduled for a committee 

hearing
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Fiscal Agency Staff

 House Fiscal Agency has a total of 23 full-time staff

 Senate Fiscal Agency has a total of 26 full-time staff

 Positions include:

 Directors/Deputy Directors

 Fiscal Analysts

 Economists

 Legislative Analysts

 Support Staff
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Fiscal Agency Staff

 Fiscal Analysts 
 Review the governor's budget recommendation and assist legislators in 

developing budget alternatives 
 Review and prepare budget bills, supplemental appropriation bills, and 

certain transfer requests
 Provide fiscal impact statements on legislative proposals 
 Monitor state and national situations that may have budgetary implications 
 Research and analyze fiscal issues 
 Prepare reports and documents to assist legislative deliberations
 Prepare special reports at the request of members of the legislature

 Economists 
 Analyze legislation related to tax and revenue issues 
 Respond to members’ inquiries regarding state tax revenue, revenue 

sharing, and other economic issues 
 Monitor state revenue
 Track state and national economic conditions
 Prepare reports on revenue and other economic issues
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Fiscal Agency Staff

 Legislative Analysts 
 Prepare concise, nonpartisan summaries and analyses of bills
 Summaries, completed prior to committee deliberations, describe how a 

bill would change current law, including any fiscal impact
 Summaries also include a description of the problem being addressed, 

arguments for and against the bill, and positions of stakeholders and 
organizations that would be directly affected by provisions of the bill

 Support Staff 
 Perform administrative tasks
 Provide assistance
 Compose and distribute publications and reports
 Facilitate communications
 Manage resources
 Maintain records 
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What we do
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Budget Responsibilities

 Analyze/explain the state budget as recommended by the governor and 

alternative proposals submitted by state departments

 Prepare appropriation bills, substitute appropriation bills, and  

amendments for appropriation committee members and other members

 Analyze policy alternatives at the request of members

 Monitor expenditures to determine compliance with legislative intent

 Provide specific budget details impacting members’ districts (e.g., school 

foundation allowances, revenue sharing payments, and road funding)

 Complete other assignments as requested, including assisting 

constituents with budget-related questions 
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Legislative Analysis
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 Provide summaries of 

bills in policy committees 

or at the request of 

members

 Update summaries 

throughout the process, 

including in-depth 

analyses

 Summaries also include 

a fiscal impact statement



Revenue, Tax, and the Economy
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 Forecast economic 

factors and state 

revenues

 Analyze/explain tax 

proposals

 Research tax-related 

issues



Agency Publications

 Legislative Summaries and Analyses

 Budget Summaries

 Budget Area PowerPoint Briefings

 Line Item Summaries/Program Descriptions

 Budget Data Tables
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Agency Publications

 Reports on Economic Outlook / Revenue Estimates

 Reports on Revenue Distribution

 Reports on Debt Service

 Reports on Lawsuits Involving the State 

 Issue Papers

 Analyses of Statewide Ballot Proposals
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Agency Publications

 HFA reports/publications available on the HFA 

website: https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa

 SFA reports/publications available on the HFA 

website: https://sfa.senate.michigan.gov

 HFA and SFA bill summaries and analyses are 

available on the Michigan legislative website: 

https://legislature.mi.gov
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https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa
https://sfa.senate.michigan.gov/
https://legislature.mi.gov/
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Questions we can answer
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What is the current size of the state budget?
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Where can I get an estimated fiscal impact of 

proposed legislation?

What would be the revenue impact of changing 

the income tax by 0.1% or sales tax by 1 cent?



Where can I learn more about the state and 

school retirement systems?
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How much in foundation allowance does a 

member’s school district get?

Where can I find out more about federal 

funding available for broadband expansion?



Where can I find a 20-year history of Medicaid 

spending?
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Where can I find out the size of the prison 

population? How much does it cost to house a 

prisoner?

How are transportation fund revenues 

distributed?



4th Floor, North Tower

House Office Building

Phone: 517-373-8080

Website:  www.house.mi.gov/hfa
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