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Source: State of Michigan: https://www.michigan.gov/budget/Budget-Offices/ofm/FAQ-Pages/state-
finances/what-are-the-states-primary-sources-of-revenue

• Taxes
• Fees, licenses, 

permits
• Intergovernmental 

revenue (grants)
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Type Quantity

Townships 1,242

Villages 261

Cities 272

Counties 83

School districts 556

Int. school districts 57

Community colleges 29

Special authorities unknown

Total 2500+
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Numbers change a little over time.



City

School District

Township

Intermediate School 
District

County

Authority or Planning 
Region
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Public Health Mental Health

Animal Control MSU Extension

Fair Board Social Services

Veterans’ Affairs Senior Services

Friend of the Court Economic Development

Planning/Zoning Hospital

Emergency Medical Services Emergency Preparedness

Parks Public Works

Circuit, Probate, District 
Courts
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• General Law 
Township

Charter Township (1947)
Population over 2000
Charter is defined by state 
Some boundary protection

# in Michigan 1118 124

Board members 5  - 7 7 

Organizational 
structure (elected 4 
year terms, partisan 
basis)

Supervisor, Treasurer, Clerk, 
Trustees

Supervisor, Treasurer, Clerk, 
Trustees

Tax levy 1 mil operating
Plus extra voted

Up to 5 mil
Another 5 mil with vote plus extra 
voted
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 Recreation

 Fire protection

 Water supply

 Transportation

 Trash removal
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Total Local Government Revenue 2021

Charges for Services Tax Revenue

State Grants Other Financing Sources

Federal Grants Other Financing Sources

Interest and Rents Contributions from Local Units

Licenses and Permits Special Assessments

Fines and Forfeits
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Source: https://www.michigan.gov/treasury/local/share
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MSU is an affirmative-action, 
equal-opportunity employer. 
Michigan State University 
Extension programs and 
materials are open to all 
without regard to race, color, 
national origin, sex, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, 
height, weight, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, marital status, 
family status or veteran 
status.
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Total County Revenue 2021

Charges for Services Tax Revenue

State Grants Other Financing Sources

Federal Grants Other Revenue

Interest and Rents Contributions from Local Units

Licenses and Permits Special Assessments

Fines and Forfeits
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Total Township Revenue 2021

Charges for Services Tax Revenue

State Grants Other Financing Sources

Federal Grants Other Revenue

Interest and Rents Contributions from Local Units

Licenses and Permits Special Assessments

Fines and Forfeits
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Total City Revenue 2021

Charges for Services Tax Revenue

State Grants Other Financing Sources

Federal Grants Other Revenue

Interest and Rents Contributions from Local Units

Licenses and Permits Special Assessments

Fines and Forfeits


