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Declining Democratic Control of Legislatures
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More Conservative State Republican Parties

Conservatism, Republican 
Legislative Caucus

Conservatism, Republican 
Legislative Caucus
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But Not-So-Conservative Policy Results
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Not-So-Conservative Policy Adoptions
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Results, But Not Conservative Trends
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Policy-Specific Absolute Measures

States Moving Leftward: 
Campaign Finance, Civil Rights, Environment, Health, LGBT, Drugs, 
Taxes, Voting  

States Polarizing:
Abortion, Guns, Immigration, Labor

States Moving Rightward:
Education

No Move:
Criminal Justice, Housing
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Major Policy Proposals in Qualitative Histories
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The Fall of 

Wisconsin?
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ALEC 

Takeover?
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Policy Evaluations of Proximate Outcomes
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Policy Evaluations of Broader Outcomes
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Outcomes 

of Partisan 

Governance
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Outcomes 

of Partisan 

Governance
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Few “Evidence-Based” Policies are Conservative

Evidence-Based Policymaking Evaluation, Policies and Programs, Pew Charitable Trusts 
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Democratic Road Forward

New Wins, Bold Agendas… But Still Taking Half Measures

Lots of Lost Electoral Ground Not Easy to Win Back
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Conclusions

Party Control ? Policy Outputs ? Socio-Economic Effects

Policy Results:

- Where most party influence, limited results: abortion, guns, immigration

- Where most results, limited party influence: education $, taxes

- Real effects with lots of help: charter schools, criminal justice reform

Implications:

- Limits of conservative governance, stronger for size of government; dilemma

- Electoral results don’t depend on policy success, might depend on failure

- No real “Red State” or “Blue State” model for state governance or outcomes



Partisan Elections and Partisan Change



2018: Typical Midterm Backlash
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State Legislative Votes & Presidential Approval
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Nationalization of Politics
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More Conservative Laws -> Liberal Backlash

More liberal lawsMore conservative laws

Democrats Gain

Republicans Gain



More Democrats but More Conservatives
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Generally Conservative, Specifically Liberal
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Democratic and Republican Debate Messages
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Our Michigan Survey: Which Party is Better at:

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Speaking up for Disadvantaged Groups

Speaking up for American Values

Proposing Policies to Solve Social Problems

Ensuring Government's Proper Role

Democrats Republicans



2016: The Midwest

Midwest States
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Odd Clinton Campaign
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Different

Candidates



Candidate Placement – 2016 For 2020?
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2108: 

Returning 

Class Divide
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White College-Educated Women Moved
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