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The Center for Effective Lawmaking
• Partnership between University of Virginia and Vanderbilt University

• Mission
We advance the generation, communication, and use of new knowledge about 
the effectiveness of individual lawmakers and U.S. legislative institutions.



What do these people have in common?



They were all highly effective lawmakers in their freshman 
terms as state legislators

Tim Whelan

Paul Tucker

Chris Ward

Laurie Davis
Fred Durhall III

Kenneth Kurtz

Allison Russo

Cindy Abrams

Melissa Miller

Monica Wallace
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Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?

Tim Whelan (R): MA

Paul Tucker (D): MA

Chris Ward (D): CA

Laurie Davis (R): CA
Fred Durhall III (D): MI

Kenneth Kurtz (R): MI

Allison Russo (D): OH

Cindy Abrams (R): OH

Melissa Miller (R): NY

Monica Wallace (D): NY



Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?

Tim Whelan (R)

Laurie Davis (R)

Kenneth Kurtz (R)

Allison Russo (D)
Melissa Miller (R)

CA State Assembly
2021-2022

29 bills, 13 laws

MA House
2015-2016

38 bills, 3 laws

MI House
2009-2010

9 bills, 4 laws

OH House
2019-2020

9 bills, 1 law

NY State Assembly
2017-2018

19 bills, 3 laws



How to be an effective lawmaker from Day 1?

Tim Whelan (R): MA

Paul Tucker (D): MA

Chris Ward (D): CA

Laurie Davis (R): CA
Fred Durhall III (D): MI

Kenneth Kurtz (R): MI

Allison Russo (D): OH

Cindy Abrams (R): OH

Melissa Miller (R): NY

Monica Wallace (D): NY



Measuring Effectiveness

BILLS AIC ABC PASS LAW

SUBSTANTIVE AND SIGNIFICANT

commemoratives



www.thelawmakers.org



Now scoring state legislators as well,
many future insights and opportunities



Define your lawmaking agenda

• Commit to being a lawmaker
• Develop an agenda that draws from personal experiences and/or 

district needs
• Integrate committee assignments with agenda
• Focus agenda on top priorities



Cultivating 
Agenda around 

District 
Interests 



Focus agenda on top priorities
Declining Specialization in Congress
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Specialist: > 50% to one issue

Generalist: < 25% for all issues



How to Define Your Lawmaking Agenda

Constituent
Interests

Passion &
Expertise

Committee
Jurisdiction

Aligned for
Success!



Engage with Lawmaking Partners

• Negotiate with committee and floor leaders
• Grow bipartisan cosponsorships & articulate shared goals
• Expand coalition beyond your own chamber



Negotiate with 
committee and 

floor leaders



Grow bipartisan cosponsorships



Expand your 
coalition beyond 

your own 
chamber



Effective Lawmaking in State Legislatures & Congress

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries
(D-NY)

Rep. Madeleine Dean
(D-PA)

Rep. Bill Huizenga
(R-MI)

Rep. Dwight Evans
(D-PA)

Rep. Jay Obernolte
(R-CA)

Rep. Mike Thompson
(D-CA)



Effective Lawmaking in State Legislatures & Congress
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Best Practices in Effective Lawmaking

•Define your lawmaking agenda
•Pro-actively engage with lawmaking 
partners

•Congratulations!



Questions?


	Michigan State University LLP– December 9, 2024�Prof. Alan Wiseman, Vanderbilt University
	The Center for Effective Lawmaking
	What do these people have in common?
	They were all highly effective lawmakers in their freshman terms as state legislators
	Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?
	Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?
	Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?
	Effective Lawmakers Because in Majority?
	How to be an effective lawmaker from Day 1?
	Measuring Effectiveness
	www.thelawmakers.org
	Now scoring state legislators as well,�many future insights and opportunities
	Define your lawmaking agenda
	Cultivating Agenda around District Interests �
	Focus agenda on top priorities
	How to Define Your Lawmaking Agenda
	Engage with Lawmaking Partners
	Negotiate with committee and floor leaders
	Grow bipartisan cosponsorships
	Expand your coalition beyond your own chamber
	Effective Lawmaking in State Legislatures & Congress
	Effective Lawmaking in State Legislatures & Congress
	Best Practices in Effective Lawmaking
	Questions?

