


somewhat (37%) concerned about
localized sprawl. Some 80% were very
(37%) or somewhat (43%) concerned
about this issue at the statewide level
(SOSS-30).

The December 2001 study found that
76% of respondents were very (41%) or
somewhat (35%) concerned about
localized sprawl and 84% were very
(31%) or somewhat (53%) concerned
about statewide sprawl (SOSS-23).

Majorities Support
Increased Planning

Over time, public opinion surveys have
shown high, albeit waning, support for
increased land use planning. The 2003
IPPSR survey showed that 56% of
Michigan residents thought there should
be more land use planning and
regulation. Some 36% thought it should
stay about the same and 8% thought
there should be less (SOSS-30).

These results are quite similar to the
1997 Public Sector Consultants (PSC)
survey where 58% of respondents said

more planning
was needed,
28% thought it
should stay
about the same,
and 8% thought
there should be
less (Warbach
1997).

The 1995 MSPO
survey found
even more
support for
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increased land use planning. Some 74%
of the general population felt this way, 16%
thought the level of planning should stay
about the same, and 6% thought it should
be decreased (Hembroff 1995).

Land Use Knowledge on
Downward Trend

Even though Michigan residents are very
concerned about sprawl and other land
use problems, they do not feel very well
informed. While the surveys compared in
this analysis used slightly different labels,
respondents’ self-assessed knowledge

levels seemed to decrease over time
regardless of the measure.

In the June 2003 survey, respondents
rated their land use knowledge on a
scale of 1 to 5. The result was a
statewide mean of 2.6. Some 53%
rated their knowledge as a 3 or higher;
only 5% rated their knowledge as a 1
or “very informed” (SOSS-30).

The 1997 PSC survey also used a 5
point scale but provided terms to define
them. Some 62% rated themselves
“somewhat” informed or better while 4%
said they were “very well” informed.
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*The PSC survey used "Current Okay" instead of "About the Same"

The 1995 MSPO survey'’s 5 point scale
revealed that 48% thought they were
“somewhat” informed or better and 12%
thought they were “very well” informed
(Hembroff 1995).

State Should Address
Land Use Problems

IPPSR’s December 2001 survey found
that 42% of Michiganians felt that the
state should bear the most land use
responsibility, followed by local (24%),
county (17%), federal (9%), metro (6%)

and private (4%)
entities (SOSS-23).

Likewise, the 1995
MSPO survey found
that 47% of
residents thought
statewide efforts
were most needed to
address land use
issues (Hembroff

References

Hembroff, Larry A. 1995. (MSPO) Land
Use Views and Priorities of Michigan
Residents: Results of the Trend Future
Surveys, 1994-95. Planning and Zoning
News. Lansing, Mich. Vol. 13, No.11,
September 1995.

Institute for Public Policy and Social
Research. 1996. State of the State
Survey-6 (winter). Michigan State
University. East Lansing, Mich.
Available on World Wide Web: http://
www.ippsr.msu.edu/SOSS.

. 2001. State of the State
Survey-23 (fall). Michigan State
University. East Lansing, Mich.
Available on World Wide Web: http://
www.ippsr.msu.edu/SOSS.

. 2003. State of the State
Survey-30 (spring). Michigan State
University. East Lansing, Mich.
Available on World Wide Web: http://
www.ippsr.msu.edu/SOSS.

Warbach, John. 1997. (PSC) 1997
Statewide Land Use Survey. Planning
and Zoning News. Lansing, Mich. Vol.
15, December 1997.

About SOSS

The State of the State Survey (SOSS)
is the only survey conducted in
Michigan that provides a regular
systematic monitoring of the public
mood on important issues in major
regions of the state. Overall support
of SOSS is provided by the Dean of
the College of Social Science and the
MSU Office of the Provost.
More information on SOSS is online
at: www.ippsr.msu.edu/SOSS.




